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From the New Chapter President:

With spring here and summer quickly approaching, it was time for the annual elections.  We would like to
welcome Chris Weber as both a new board member and as the new Chapter Secretary, and we would like
to welcome Kaleb Martin as a new board member. Chris has been around TU for sometime and served in
the same role for the Southeast Wisconsin Chapter. Kaleb is an avid fisherman who has fished extensively
in both the lower and upper peninsulas, and provided guidance during the Yellow Dog Fly Fishing
Workshop.

Officer changes also include Doug Miller (Scott/CD) moving into the Vice President position and Liam
Goetz taking over as treasurer.  Doug has been a workhorse in the Chapter and worked with virtually all
functions including as the Treasurer, web master, and technology guru. Liam is working on his MBA and
has a strong business background, so we are in good hands.

A big thank you to John Highlen for his leadership not only as President, but as someone who has
spearheaded several conservation projects behind the scenes, and has laid the foundation for future
collaboration and growth with companion organizations. John has been busy and most recently with
planning for habitat work on the Hurricane River in the Picture Rocks National Park. Sometimes it is all
about a network and alliances and John has done a wonderful job in building this.

I look forward to serving as President, a role I have held before with the Fox Valley Chapter in Appleton,
WI. It was very nice to join the welcoming folks at this chapter, as we relocated back to our roots after
having been away for many years.

In March we held the Fly-Fishing Film Tour at the Forest Roberts Theatre on the NMU campus. This was a
new adventure for us that offered both a fund-raising event and way to build community, and took the place
of a banquet. Attendance was around 150 and the results were close to $3,000 for the Chapter. This
worked with the help of local sponsors and a dedicated committee of folks with Jason Nicholas leading
project management. With this being the first time, we learned a great deal about how to organize,
structure, and market the event, so that it can be repeated in the future and yield even a higher
return. Thank you to all who made this happen.

As part of our plan to provide more interaction and potentially recruit more members, we have started
holding informal get togethers, which are communicated via Constant Contact from our email list.  Recently
we met at Black Rocks and the next gathering is being scheduled, so watch for announcements. If you are
by chance not receiving these, please let us know and we can update our email list. You do not need
to be a chapter member, so bring a friend.

One of our first projects of the season will be deploying a network of Temperature loggers in the Manistique
watershed for Trout Unlimited.  This is a massive watershed that stretches into Alger County and holds
several tributaries. This will complement the loggers already deployed annually in both Iron and Marquette
Counties. In addition to this monitoring work, a real-time monitoring system is being installed in the
Chocolay River.

It is about time to be out fishing if you have not already. After one of the mildest winters on record, early
access to the trout streams is much easier than past years when we remember slogging thru the snow
banks to get to a stream that was running both high and heavily stained. If you head out, we wish you the
best angling experience and hope to see you at one of our gatherings or on the stream.
 
Jim Jenkin

https://flyfilmtour.myeventscenter.com/event/Marquette-Mi-Fred-Waara-Trout-Unlimited-87454
https://files.constantcontact.com/0a7b626e801/7d357491-ab94-48d7-8081-70240107978a.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Community/Fred-Waara-Chapter-Trout-Unlimited-233634197111250/
mailto:dsmiller1@me.com
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=acdc6547-91c0-4a23-93b4-7f6093e010ae


 
 

Upcoming Chapter Events and Dates
Saturday June 8th: Richmond Township Fishing Day
Sat/Sun 24-25 August: Yellow Dog Fly Fishing Workshop

Stay tuned for additional chapter social event dates along with summer and fall conservation
projects across the Upper Peninsula.

Richmond Township Fishing Derby

The 36th Annual Richmond Fishing Derby is
coming up in 4 weeks for the DNR free fishing
day on Saturday, June 8th from 8:00 am to
1:00 pm. Our Chapter has had a booth at the
Derby for a number of years sharing the
importance Coldwater conservation and the
challenge of fly casting. This is a fun, family
event held at the Richmond Township
Community Club and on the adjacent Warner
Creek which is always well stocked with
rainbow trout for the Derby.
 

John Highlen will be leading our presence once again, but he/we need additional help. We need the
following: 1 volunteer from 8:00 am - 10:30 am, 2 volunteers from 10:30 am - 1:00 pm. Please check your

calendars and commit ASAP. Contact John Reinertsen with your availability.

3rd Annual Yellow Dog Fly Fishing Workshop
24 and 25 August 2024

The 3rd Annual YDFFW is set for Saturday, August 24
and Sunday, August 25. This collaborative event will once
again be co-hosted by the Yellow Dog Watershed
Preserve (YDWP), Superior Outfitters, and Fred Waara
Chapter of Trout Unlimited (FWCTU). The Workshop/
Base Camping location will be at the same beautiful spot

mailto:joreinertsen@gmail.com


adjacent to the Yellow Dog River and hosted by the
YDWP. Much of our Workshop will follow our very
successful template from the last 2 years. We will expand
our day 2 fishing sites to include Echo Lake, Harlow Lake
and Creek, and the Dead River to help create more space
for our beginner fly fishers. 
 

Like last year we plan to limit the number of Workshop Participants that are members of FWCTU and
YDWP to a just under half of the 20 total participants to ensure effective Outreach. The tbd fee will cover 4
meals over two days, camping, instruction/coaching, as well as more than $40.00 of Flies, tippet, leader,
nippers… Registration will be on-line via the YDWP site just like last year.

Once the registration link is live, we will send out an email with the link.

Recently Completed Chapter Events

​

Tie One On with Trout
Unlimited

at the Ore Dock Brewing Company

Together with TU National, Superior Outfitters,
Michigan TU, and our Chapter we jointly hosted
a very successful Fly Tying Workshop at the
Ore Dock on Wednesday, February 7th. We
had more than 40 enthusiastic and engaged
Tyers and expert support from our members
and Superior Outfitters. Participants left with a
couple of new flies, fish stories, and friends.
Thank You to all who volunteered at our largest
Fly Tying Workshop ever!

We plan to make this an annual event and are
also exploring opportunities to host these
events on a more frequent basis during the
winter...stay tuned for details.

Fly Fishing Film Tour (F3T)

Over 150 chapter supporters and fishing
enthusiasts joined us for our F3T screening on
March 23rd. Thanks to all who attended we

https://oredockbrewing.com/


were able to raise over $1,500 for our
conservation and education funds. A special
thanks to our event mater of ceremonies and
Outdoors Show host, Adam Carpenter from
103 WFXD. We are already looking forward to
2025 and hosting this event again. Stay tuned
for details on an even better event for next
year. We will send out the date as soon as we
have some details finalized.

Thank you to all of our great sponsors who helped make this year's event a success!

Blackrocks Brewery

Caddis Shack Guide Service

Dark Waters Fly Shop and Guide Service

Eagle Mine

First Bank

Media Brew Communications

Northern Michigan Land Brokers

Remax Reality

Superior Watershed Partnership and Land Conservancy

U.P. Land Conservancy

YooperShirts

Fly Recipe of the Month
Paul Young's Killer Fly...

​aka
Voelker's Candy Stripper

Special thanks to Todd White of Sault Ste Marie
for this recipe!

“I teetered out into the middle of the beaver dam, my hands shaking a little as I selected and tied on
a small red and white candy-striped hair fly tied by Paul Young.” Robert Traver/John Voelker, Trout
Madness 1979.  

I found trout fishing in my hometown of Ishpeming, Michigan during the last decade of our most famous
resident’s life, and while I never had the pleasure of sharing the river with Mr. Voelker (I was an unreformed
bait fisherman of trout, and only fly fished for bass & pike at the time) it was his writings, found many years
later after school, gainful employment, and sundry other distractions, that helped inspire me to take up the

https://www.blackrocksbrewery.com/
https://www.caddisshackguideservice.com/
https://darkwatersflyshop.com/
https://darkwatersflyshop.com/
https://www.first-bank.com/
https://mediabrewup.com/
https://northernmichiganlandbrokers.com/
https://superiorwatersheds.org/
https://www.uplandconservancy.org/
https://www.yoopershirts.com/


fly in pursuit of brook trout in many of the small streams I formerly haunted only with monofilament &
nightcrawlers. I was by then firmly entrenched in crafting my own flys for fishing, and captivated by Mr.
Voelker’s accounts of catching many of his largest fish on a “candy striper” fly crafted for him by Paul Young
of Michigan fly tying & bamboo rod-making fame. After an exhaustive search I was able to find a few
photos of some of the actual flies from John’s personal collection, and lo & behold there was included a
simple size 10 fly with a bright red wool body, shiny gold rib, and a wing of white bucktail very reminiscent
of the classic “Trout Fin” wet flies so popular in NorthEastern brook trout fly boxes. I had never fished a
gaudy red & white fly for brookies before, and had never encountered anything similar in any other venue in
the state so I figured I’d use the color palette in a fly pattern I had a lot of confidence in, the conehead
muddler minnow, and see where it took me. That was three seasons ago and this fly has been so
successful for me that I never leave home without it. It’s first time on the water I dumped a cast well short of
my target, and an 11 inch brookie rocketed out of a logjam six feet to paste it, and it’s been utterly reliable
in catching the fishes disdain ever since. Not sure if the reaction is rooted in territorialism or cannibalism,
but it sure is fun. Fish this pattern just like you would any weighted muddler…stripped, swung, or popped
into a hole & jigged, downstream or upstream, it has all worked very well for me.

Click here to read the recipe and get this fly in your arsenal!

Conservation Corner

When the leaves and bugs all start coming out, you know it’s field season again. So, here we are, almost
five months into a year that feels like it just started. With this new field season, we are preparing for plenty
of great conservation work. Here is a list of the current conservation activities in our chapter.

The musky monitoring antenna was installed on the South Branch of the Paint River by the DNR
and chapter volunteers on April 30th. This will provide information needed to determine what is
going on with muskies potentially moving into trout water.
Thirty temperature loggers will again be installed on the Iron River and upper Paint River
watersheds sometime in June. This effort is to continue building the data needed to better
understand these important fisheries. Please watch for invitations for this project if you are
interested in helping.
Sixteen temperature loggers will be installed in the Manistique River watershed in early June. This
is in cooperation with Michigan TU to help us all better understand one of our U.P. Priority Waters.
Working with the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, DNR, and others to install brush bundles in
the Hurricane River, under the H58 bridge. This will create new stream banks to narrow the river to
its normal width, which will help flush out sand and sediments, and increase water depth to facilitate
fish passage. This project will likely take place in early fall. Please watch for an invitation if you are
interested in helping with this project.
Working with the Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve and others to replace an old logging bridge that
spans Deer Creek and rehabilitating the creek bed to allow for fish passage. Fish passage has been
completely blocked in this location for many years. Please watch for an invitation if you are
interested in this project.
Working with the Upper Peninsula Land Conservancy and others on pedestrian stream crossing
bridges in the Vielmetti-Peters Preserve and new Dead River Community Forest to reduce runoff
and sedimentation in the streams feeding the Dead River. Project details and timing are still in
process.
Planning to refurbish the bottom three steps in the Two Hearted River access area that was
originally built by the Two Hearted Chapter. Some work may also be needed to address minor
erosion near the steps. Once details are finalized with the DNR, we will plan a work event. Please
watch for an invitation if you are interested in helping.
Working with Marquette County to develop a natural greenway along Silver Lead Creek, which
borders the KI Sawyer Airport. This will likely include a stream clean-up and plans for future stream
rehab work. This greenway project is in conjunction with a Marquette County project to update and
refurbish an existing park at Little Trout Lake.
A new stream monitoring station will be installed in the Chocolay River in conjunction with a larger
TU National project across the state of Michigan. In addition to monitoring temperature, this station
will also monitor water depth and turbidity. 
There are also other potential projects with TU National and other chapter partners throughout our
ten-county region.

Opportunities are many and our positive impact on U.P. watersheds is increasing with each passing
season. If you are interested in getting involved or would like more information, please contact our

Conservation Chair, John Highlen, at jlhighlen@gmail.com or (906)343-6610.

Salmon In the Classroom 2024 Season
comes to a close

https://files.constantcontact.com/0a7b626e801/6305f18e-1f9a-4f8b-8a4d-4cfbec1fbe1f.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:jlhighlen@gmail.com


SIC is rapidly coming to a close for the 2023-24 school year. All 14 release events were scheduled in the
first 3 weeks of May. At each release event, the students released the salmon fry that they helped raise
since late November. Each of our 14 schools released about 90 Chinook Salmon Fry into their closest
tributaries of Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, or Lake Superior. The excitement of the students at these events
is amazing to see and witness first hand. Once again, the release events were fun fantastic way to mark
the culmination of SIC 2024. 
 
In addition to the release of the salmon fry, many of the schools had expert led (DNR, Sea Lamprey Team,
Conservation District and TU) science based learning rotations, followed by hatchery tours, and picnic
lunches/bbq’s. It makes for a very memorable day for students and adults alike! In fact, the impact will be
felt more broadly thanks to:

- DNR for sponsoring a professionally shot video of the combined Stambaugh Elementary/Forest Park
Middle School classes Release Event at Black River Harbor,
- Radio station WXFD 103.3 FM and Adam Carpenter’s Outdoor Show interviewing Gwinn Middle School
teacher Kristy Humphries about SIC, and
- TV6 Upper Michigan Today show televising live from the Dead River 550 Bridge and making the Gwinn
Middle School SIC Release a major part of the show.

A special thanks to all of our dedicated teachers who make this program a success for all of the students.

Check out the great video and news segments below:

Kristy Humphry from Gwinn Schools

Negaunee 5th Graders

TV6 Live on 17 May

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6MJh1kLh0Yw
https://www.uppermichiganssource.com/video/2024/05/16/negaunee-fifth-graders-watch-learn-chinook-salmon-life-cycle/
https://www.uppermichiganssource.com/video/2024/05/17/trout-unlimited-changes-way-students-learn-about-environment/


$1,000 Marquette Breakfast Rotary Grant!

Thanks to a generous grant from the Marquette
Breakfast Rotary, we will add Marquette
Alternative HS to our supported Salmon in the
Classroom schoos. Alex Bott, an experienced
SIC teacher formerly from NSA is very excited
to integrate SIC in all 6 of her science classes.
On Tuesday May 14th Marquette Breakfast
Rotary Club John Reinertsen accepted the
grant check from Jim Cantrill of the Marquette
Breakfast Rotary. This grant is made possible
by the fundraising efforts of the Marquette
Breakfast Rotary through their annual fish boil -
this year, the fish boil is on 15 June. Please
consider attending this event as the money
raised goes to support a number of fantastic
organizations in the Marquette are.

Fish Boil Tickets and Info

Kitzman/Waara Cold
Water Fisheries
Research Grant

Our 2023-24 winner Josh Mutchler, graduated
with his Master’s of Science at NMU early this
month after successfully defending his Masters
Project and completing all his coursework.

Josh’s timely research project centered on comparing the efficiency between two incubator types to
determine which is most suitable for raising Arctic Grayling in the reintroduction into Michigan streams.
Representatives of there DNR attended Josh’s defense and were very impressed with his research and
plan to use his recommendations to inform fisheries managers during the logistics planning and preparing

https://www.mqtbreakfastrotary.com/fishboil.php


for the reintroduction of Arctic Grayling to Michigan streams.

Josh expertly presented and discussed his findings at our May 1rst Fishing After Hours(FAH) meeting. All
who attended both in person and via Zoom came away very impressed by Josh and his work (Insert pic
from the auditorium). 
 
On May 2nd, Josh packed his things and headed home to Duluth for his new Fisheries job working with
local tribal organizations. Congratulations and All the Best to Josh! 
 
As we say goodbye to Josh, we welcome our 2024-25 Kitzman/Waara Winner, Cody Ogden a junior
majoring in Fisheries and Wildlife at Lake Superior State(LSSU). Cody was chosen from a group of very
well qualified applicants from LSSU and Northern Michigan University(NMU). 
 
Our selection panel of five Fred Waara Chapter Trout Unlimited Board Members were very impressed his
letter of application, resume, and strong letter of recommendation from Dean Ashley Moerke, PhD. Cody’s
passion, commitment, and growing knowledge of Coldwater Fisheries especially relative to the conservation
of salmonoid
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