TROUT - Riffles to Rises

LR
¢ Summer 2025

From the Chapter President:

Here we are at the beginning of summer, and | am sure everyone has a list of projects, trips,
and things to do. Summer seems to go way to fast, so get out there and enjoy it.

The Chapter has been busy on many fronts. The “UP Fly-Fishing Film Tour” was very
successful in many ways for the Chapter. Focusing on films from the upper Midwest and
essentially within a day’s drive of us, differentiated us from the other commercially produced
film tours and drew heavy interest. Based on the feedback we have received, we expect that
word of mouth alone, will certainly increase the attendance for next year. The 2026 Film

Tour is scheduled for April 11th at the Northern Center. As part of the Film Festival, Barrel
and Beam brewed a special beer (Fontinalis), with part of sales proceeds going to the
Chapter. At the same time our special Chapter Bourbon distilled by Iron Fish Distillery
helped us add $2,500 to our treasury. We thank Barrel and Bean, Iron Fish, and our own
Doug Miller who helped coordinate.

With Spring comes time for Salmon in the Classroom students to release their fish. A total of
15 schools now participate in the program being led by John Reinertsen, Bob Jensen, and
Kristy Humphrey and other Chapter Volunteers who have done an outstanding job. Many of
the release programs include other activities such as casting, hands-on Lamprey displays,
and stream demonstrations. We also thank Sarah Topp and Emma Balliet for setting up and
displaying the stream-demonstration table. You can see that these programs provide for a
wide-reaching and educational program.

On the monitoring front, the process has begun of installing several temp loggers in the
Manistique water shed. Additionally, a full set of temp loggers will be deployed in Iron
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County and managed by Mike Golas. We also have a set of loggers that will be deployed in
Marquette County. To support stream monitoring with a new bridge installation and habitat
work, we are supporting a new continuous monitoring system for the Sucker River in
conjunction with the Michigan DNR. Chapter members are also collecting samples on local
waters to identify Didymo via eDNA testing.

Some of you are familiar with Cooks Run in Iron County, one of the areas premier Brook
Trout streams. On the upper reaches of the river sits an old and now unused fish hatchery,
along with a classic log lodge that was built around the 1930s. This property is in the
possession of Iron County, and we have been involved in looking for alternatives to
preserve the area and lodge. A team met with the Lake Superior Watershed Partnership to
search out ideas that would provide for long-term preservation of this very valuable asset.

We continue to provide other areas of outreach. One of them being the showing of the “UP
Fly-Fishing Film Festival” films to the local veterans at the Jacobetti home for Veterans. A
nice way to share some great films with a very deserving audience. Upcoming is also the

“Yellow Dog Fly Fishing Workshop” on August 231 and 24th. This is held in conjunction
with the Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve and has proven to be extremely popular and one
of the best ways to be introduced to the sport. Watch the website and Constant Contact
communications for details.

On September 25t thru the 28th, the “Fall Angling Adventure” will be held in Iron

County. Each day folks branch out to fish the large number of local streams. The base of
operation will be Pentoga Park where folks can pitch a tent or pull in a camper. This event is
being held in conjunction with Fox Vally Chapter of TU, who have held this event for many
years. All are welcome and hope you can join us. This is an excellent way to learn some
new water, techniques, and gather some great folks.

As we know, summer passes to quickly, so we hope that you have the chance to get out

and enjoy our wonderful streams and country. As always, we wish you Tight Lines and
thank you for making the Waara Chapter one of the best in the state.

Jim Jenkin

Upcoming Chapter Events

Registration is now live for the
4th Annual Yellow Dog Fly Fishing Workshop
Click on the cool poster below to register

YELLOW 00G FLYFISHING WORKSHOR  This year's event is once again co-sponsored with
23-24a06us12025  Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve, and Superior
Outfitters. We are all enthusiastically looking
PRESEES, k0 ' ey forward to another very successful event hosted
OUTFITTRS o by the YDWP at the beautiful Zender/Dale

X ; property along Deer Creek and the Yellow Dog
River. What makes this workshop so special is
the shoulder to shoulder teaching of fly fishing
skills by experts to just 20 workshop participants
on the pristine waters of the Yellow Dog River.
Adam Carpenter from the Outdoor Show on 103
WFXD radio, is a big fan of the Workshop and
plans to help out as an expert fly fisher and

campfire singer. To register, click on the

HOSTED BY
TROUT
UNLIMITED,

YFLLOW 006
WATERSHED

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER, VISIT:

HTTPS.YELLOWDOGWATERSHED ORGEVENTS) poster...don't delay, space is limited.

906)345 9223




15th Annual Agripalooza
Friday September 26th 2025

The 15th Annual Agripalooza is on
Friday, September 26th from 9:00 am to
2:00 pm at the Michigan State UP
Extension and Research Center near
Chatham. This is an outdoor education
experience for all 5th grade students in
Marquette and Alger Counties.

We provide one of about 30 learning
stations that highlight

conservation, agriculture and/or natural
resources in a hands-on way.

At our station, we discuss Coldwater Conservation and fly cast with practice rods. The kids
really enjoy our booth. We have been a part of Agripalooza for the last 5 years. It not only
creates a connection with these many 5th graders/teachers/parents, but also with the
Conservation Districts staffs and other organizations whom we partner with on many
different projects

Upper Peninsula Fly Fishing Film Festival 2026
Saturday April 11th 2026

UP4F celebrates the artistry, passion, and conservation spirit of fishing through exceptional
filmmaking. Our festival showcases films that capture the essence of cold-water fishing,
conservation efforts, and the deep connection between anglers and their home waters.
The UP4F Film Festival supports the Fred Waara Chapter of Trout Unlimited's mission to
conserve, protect, and restore coldwater fisheries and their watersheds. Through
exceptional filmmaking, we aim to inspire the next generation of anglers and
conservationists while celebrating the artistic expression of our sport.

The Film Festival celebrates the artistry, passion, and conservation spirit of fishing through
exceptional filmmaking. Our festival showcases films that capture the essence of cold-water
fishing, conservation efforts, and the deep connection between anglers and their home
waters.

Stay tuned for more details and film submission guidelines.

Fly of the Month

Panfish Blaster



Bill of Material:

Hook: 2X or 3X long dry fly, size 10 -12 depending on the size of the gills
Thread: Bright, orange, yellow, red
Body: 1/8” foam cut in %4” strips, white, yellow, black
Legs: Medium to small rubber legs

Tying instructions: Cut a taper on one end of the foam strip. Wrap the thread back to the
bend of the hook covering the hook shank completely and around the bend a bit. Then wrap
forward to the top of the bend and tie in the foam with the point of the taper pointing at the
eye of the hook. Bend the foam forward and make 4 or 5 tight wraps around the foam and
the hook. This forms the first segment. Lift the foam and wrap the thread forward the length
of the second segment and put 4 or 5 tight wraps around the foam to form the second
segment.

| usually tie 3 or 4 segments till you get to the eye of the hook, leaving enough room for the
whip finish. Tie in 3 rubber legs at the last segment, lift the foam up and whip finish. Cut the
foam off 1/8 to 4 inch past the eye. This forms the lip too make the fly “pop”. Mark some
eyes on the bottom of the lip with a sharpie and coat the bottom of the fly with super glue.

The fly was designed by Jay Fullum and is featured in the Summer 2006 Fly Tyer
magazine. | have taken some liberties with Jay’s design, but found it very easy to tie and
very effective.

A word of caution. You may wish to carry a stick when you use this fly. When those little
Gills figure where that fly is coming from they may attack you. | don’t want to be responsible
for any bodily injury they may cause.

Tony Treml

Conservation and Field Work

The 2025 project season is underway. If you have questions about any of the projects
noted below, are interested in volunteering to help, or have suggestions for future
conservation projects, please feel free to contact our Conservation Chair, John Highlen at



jlhighlen@gmail.com or (906)343-6610.

The brush bundles that our Chapter helped install in the Hurricane River last fall are
working well. They held together well during the winter ice and spring run-off. As
designed, the bundles are narrowing the river channel and redirecting the flow to the
center of the river, where sand deposits have already been scoured away to expose
the natural gravel of the stream bed.

Installation of eight of the thirteen temperature loggers in the Manistique River
watershed. This is a continuation of the project we joined Michigan TU in last year to
help better understand the Manistique watershed, which is one of our Michigan
Priority Waters.

Our project to collect one hundred stream samples to be tested for the invasive
Didymo is underway. This effort is in conjunction with Michigan TU and will help
determine if Didymo is currently present in UP waters other than the Saint Marys
River. If you are interested in taking water samples during your UP wanderings,
please contact John Highlen (jlhighlen@gmail.com).

Several temperature loggers will soon be installed in Marquette County, along with
more than thirty loggers planned for the Iron and Paint River systems in Iron
County. This is part of an on-going effort to monitor the health of UP streams,
allowing TU and our conservation partners to better understand and manage our
coldwater resources.

In addition to simple temperature loggers, our Chapter Board of Directors recently
approved the sponsorship of a second DY| monitoring station, working with TU
National and the DNR. This station will be located in the Sucker River, near Grand
Marais. The first station, which was installed last spring, is located in the Chocolay
River.

Participation in a Dead River Community Forest walk-through with the Upper
Peninsula Land Conservancy to revisit the need for a few footbridges over ephemeral
creeks and a boardwalk along a portion of the Dead River to reduce erosion and run-
off into the stream. Now that the planned trail has been rerouted, we determined that
no footbridges will be needed, but the boardwalk will indeed be beneficial. Timing for
the installation is still TBD, pending trail development and funding.

Meeting with the Superior Watershed Partnership and Iron County representatives to
discuss possibilities for SWP to get involved with a project focusing on the old Cooks
Run fish rearing station property in Iron County. This project has been in the works for
at least a few years now. Progress has been slow due to some red tape and multiple
entities being involved.

We will be participating in a walk-through of the Silver Lead Creek Greenway project,
near Kl Sawyer, to assess the stream needs and discuss project timing. This is in
partnership with the Marquette County Planners.

Our Chapter is partnering with the South Shore Fishing Association to conduct fin
clipping of brown trout caught in Lake Superior in an effort to better understand what
brown trout strains are present in the lake and where they originated. This will aid in
the management of this species.

We are also working in cooperation with TU National to conduct fin clipping of brook
trout caught in Lake Superior. This will help TU and our partners better understand
Superior’s coaster brook trout, including where they are reproducing and if splake
introgression is occurring.

In addition, we are continually evaluating other potential conservation projects across
our ten-county region. There is no lack of opportunities, but the large and wide-spread
network of partnerships we are continuing to develop allows our Chapter to have a
much more significant positive impact on our coldwater resources than we would by
working on our own. Please join us in preserving, protecting, and reconnecting the
waterways here in our UP home.
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Opportunities are many and our positive impact on U.P. watersheds is increasing with each
passing season. If you are interested in getting involved or would like more information,
please contact our Conservation Chair, John Highlen, at jlhighlen@gmail.com or (906)343-
6610.

Au Train Tree Planting 2025

A great group of volunteers came together on 4 June to plant trees at the new Au Train
River Recreation Sites. The Hiawatha National Forest is working hard in partnership with
TU, Superior Watershed Partnership and many others to get the new kayak/canoe launch
and take out sites open to the public. Floating the Au Train River is a popular and wonderful
way to explore the UP wilderness, and having access to these new designated launch, rest,
and take out sites will make for a much safer, better experience for all. We are proud to be a
part of it! Thanks to all who joined us and to all our partners: USFS Hiawatha National
Forest, Superior Watershed Partnership - Great Lakes Climate Corps, Trout Unlimited
Great Lakes Program. A very special thanks to Evergreen Nursery and Nagelkirk Gardens
for sourcing all of the trees used for the planting.

Arctic Grayling Reintroduction Efforts

While not specifically focused in our chapter area, click on this link to read a great article on
the Arctic Gralying redintroduction efforts in Michigan.

Education and Outreach

Salmon In the Classroom
That's a Wrap on the 24-25 Season!
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Spring brings new beginnings for many things in nature—including FWCTU’s Salmon in the
Classroom and educational research grants! The Chapter sponsored Salmon in the
Classroom (SIC) in 15 schools across the U.P. during the 2024-2025 school year. This
year’s classrooms included 5 first-year SIC teachers, 7 second-year teachers, and 3 SIC
veteran teachers. Releasing their salmon smolts after raising them from eggs is a day of
celebration and education for each school. Over 1,500 Chinook Salmon were released into
various tributaries in the U.P. which flow into Lakes Michigan, Superior, and Huron. Salmon
release day often involves an entire grade level within a school and sometimes the entire
school! In addition to releasing and wishing farewell to each school’s beloved fish, release
days are filled with education from the Michigan DNR, the US Fish & Wildlife Service, local
Conservation District teams, and Trout Unlimited members from the local and national level.
Stations offering fly casting practice, macroinvertebrate identification, sea lamprey control
demonstrations, invasive species identification & prevention, raptor presentations, and
streamflow conservation lessons are a few of the many activities enjoyed by students after
the release of their fish. Several releases had media coverage through TV6 News and TV19
News, while one release was featured live on TV6 Upper Michigan Today!

Raising Chinook Salmon who need cold, well oxygenated water requires some pricey
equipment. The Chapter was awarded two grants to address critical aerator & chiller needs
this spring. The Marquette Breakfast/Harbor Rotary granted FWTU $2450 for the purchase
of battery powered electrical sensing aerators that will automatically turn on and aerate
classroom tanks during any power outages. This grant will also cover the purchase of
“Water Python” hose/sink adaptors for more efficient water changes in each classroom’s
tank. The Community Foundation of Marquette County granted the Chapter $5000 to
replace five tank chillers that are over 12 years old and beyond their reliable functional life.
These chillers are critical for keeping tanks between 48-52 degrees at various salmon life
stages. The replacement chillers are more efficient in their chilling capability and produce
less noise than the aged units they are replacing.

Click here to watch a great video put together by Ms. Boynton's class at North Star
Montessori Academy

Trout Unlimited Great Lakes Field Technicians

Congratulations to these four fantastic young professionals for being selected as Great


https://vimeo.com/1064377744

Lakes Field Technicians! Look for them while you are out on the streams this year - they will
be out doing some great work for our U.P. streams and trout.

Tessa is very excited to be returning for
a full season as an Aquatic Resources
Field Technician for Trout Unlimited after
working with us through a partnership
with Superior Watershed Partnership’s
Great Lakes Climate Corps

program. She graduated from Northern
Michigan University this spring with a
degree in environmental science + GIS.
She loves being outdoors and is thrilled
to be contributing to conservation efforts
across the UP. In her free time, she
enjoys paddleboarding, hiking, fishing,
practicing yoga, and reading.

Jack is a lifelong angler with immense
passion for the conservation of Great
Lakes salmonids and is thrilled to be part
of the TU team. He is a graduate of the
University of Wisconsin — Eau Claire,
where he received a bachelor’s degree
in biology and ecology. He and his
fiancé recently relocated to the
Marquette area and are looking forward
to their time as UP residents.

Jane is a recent graduate of Northern
Michigan University where she studied
earth science and biology. This will be
her second field season with Trout
Unlimited after, in her own words, “she
had an incredible experience working
with TU last summer as an intern for
Great Lakes Climate Corps”. She is
deeply passionate about the Great
Lakes and is thrilled to be part of the
ongoing efforts to protect and restore the
watersheds of Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula. She is looking forward to new
adventures and is grateful for the chance
to grow, explore, and contribute to
something bigger than herself.

Madison is originally from Midland, MI.
She has been interested in the natural
world since childhood. At age 11 she
attended a Trout Unlimited camp that
introduced her to stream restoration. Her
trout camp experience, along with
growing up enjoying camping and fishing
around Michigan, inspired her to study
the environment in college. She received



her degree in Environmental Studies and
Sustainability from Northern Michigan
University in 2017. Since graduation she
has been involved in habitat restoration
work in Washington and Michigan.
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