
  

 

 

THE “GIRDLE BUG” 

 

Materials: 

Hook:  Mustad 9672 or equivalent 10-14 

Thread: Black 6/0 

Weight: 6-8 turns of medium lead wire 

Body: Chenille in Black, Olive, or Brown 

Tail and Legs:  White Rubber Legs 

This is a very good prospecting fly that can be fished in a number of ways.  Try drifting it down stream 

into obstacles like log jams.  Work it back up against the current with short strips.  You can also swing it 

like any other streamer, or fish it up stream and retrieve it back down.  With a weighted fly like this it is 

a very good tool for reaching fish in deeper holes and hiding spots. 

Begin tying by wrapping about 6 to 8 turns of medium lead wire over the front 2/3 of the hook shank.  

Next cover with a thread base, then tie in the tails.  A little trick is to cut the rubber leg material long 

enough to form a loop that would be adequate for both tails.   Bring the loop up under the hook shank 

with about equal amounts on both sides of the loop and while holding this up, wrap the thread over the 

base of the loop and bind it to the hook shank.  You can use this procedure for both the tail and the legs.  

To further position the legs you can wrap a couple of figure eights to position them.   Next tie in a length 

of the chenille.  What helps is to strip the fuzz from where you tie in the chenille to avoid building a large 

bump.  Next take a few turns of the chenille, tie it off and add the next set of legs.  Complete this 

process to add three sets of legs.  Tie off the chenille and form a head with thread wraps, whip finish 

and finish with head cement.   If the legs are various lengths or too long,  it is easy to trim them 

afterwards, so sometimes it easier to make the legs and tail a little long to make them easier to work 

with.  Just pull both side of the leg together and make one cut and they will be the same length on both 

sides of the fly. 

If you are in need of rubber legs, a good source is one of the round bungy cords that are covered with a 

fabric.  Cut the fabric away, and it is made of stranded rubber which you can peel away and cut to size.  

This bundle makes them very easy to handle.   One bungy cord would make a great number of flies. 

Jim Jenkin 

        


