“Mickey Finn”

Bill of Material:

Hook: Mustad 3665A or 6X Streamer Hook
Size: 6 -12
Thread: Black
Body: Silver Mylar Piping
Tag: Red Monocord or thread to secure the Mylar Piping
Wing: Yellow Bucktail over Red Bucktail over Yellow Bucktail sparsely tied

Sometimes it’s good to revisit some of the old classic flies and this is one. It has proven
itself for years as an effective fly to take brook trout. On a recent July evening on the
Escanaba River the fishing was slow with a strong wind and rain. Since we fish when
we can and not always under the best conditions, sometimes you have to adjust the game
plan. After little luck trying to match a sporadic hatch, I tied on a Mickey Finn and began
fishing downstream. To my surprise I landed a beautiful Rainbow, proving once again
that this fly is a proven producer, often at times when other flies just don’t seem to work.

With fall approaching it is a perfect time to fish streamers. Casting quartering
downstream, swinging the fly and varying the retrieve can prove productive with this fly,
so tie some up and give it a try.

Begin by cutting the Mylar piping to the correct length. Next near the bend of the hook
tie in the red thread or mono cord. If you are using the Mylar piping with the fiber core,
gently slide the fiber core out of the piping leaving a hollow tube consisting of the silver
piping. Gently slide this piping tube over the hook shank and secure the piping with the
red mono cord or thread near the bend of the hook. Make several tight wraps to secure
the piping and finish with a half hitch or whip finish before cutting the thread.

Our next step is to secure the front end of the Mylar piping near the hook eye. We do this
with the black thread. Make several wraps to secure the piping at the same time trying
not to build up too much thread. Next cut a small clump of Yellow Bucktail, even the
ends in a stacker and secure with a couple of turns of thread so the ends are beyond the
bend of the hook by approximately the distance of one hook gap. Trim any excess Buck
Tail away near the eye. A half hitch now is a good idea to keep things from twisting.
Next repeat the process with Red Bucktail and then again with Yellow Bucktail. In the
end you have a wing comprised of yellow, red, and yellow. Finish the head with several
turns of thread, whip finish, and coat with head cement at both the red tag and the head.



A variation on this fly is tying it in a weighted version. In this case wrap the hook shank
with lead wire or tie on a piece of lead wire parallel to the hook shank before sliding on
the mylar piping.

Returning to the classics can produce great results.

Jim Jenkin



