
 

 

 

Fly of The Month 

“Partridge and Orange” 

 

 

Bill of Material: 

 

Hook: Standard Wet-Fly Hook – Mustad 3906 

Size: 12-16 

Thread: Orange (original Pearsall Silk) 

Body: Orange Thread 

Hackle: Soft Hackle (Hungarian Partridge, Grouse, Woodcock) 

Rib (optional): light copper wire 

 

These soft hackles fall into the category of English Spiders and have been fished for 

years in the UK and surrounds.  Traditionally in England they fished these flies by 

casting them upstream and allowing them to float down naturally while retrieving line.  

This can be effective, but best in slower water where you can control the line pickup.   

 

Normally I fish these flies casting across and down and then swing them.  At the end of 

the swing lift the fly by raising the rod tip.  Often this is when strikes happen, since it 

imitates an emerging aquatic insect. Often it works to continue this rising motion as your 

work the fly in. Try adding this as a dropper off a small streamer. For those who have not 

fished Soft-Hackle Flies, this is one to add to your box and is extremely effective for 

Brook Trout. 

 

This is an easy fly to tie and with few components.  Start by laying down a base of thread 

from the front to the back of the hook.  If you are going to add a rib, tie in the wire at the 

bend of the hook.  Now take your thread and build a tapered body, leaving enough room 

to tie in a soft hackle at the front.  To get thread to lay flat, it often helps to give the 

bobbin a counter clockwise twist while it hangs from the hook.  This tends to flatten the 

thread.  If you added a rib, wrap it forward and tie it off.  Now we add the hackle. To 

prepare a wet fly hackle you tie it in from the tip, different than a dry fly where you tie in 

by the butt.  The curve of the hackle should be laying down.  Now you take only one to 

two turns of the hackle, tie it off and finish the head. 

 

I have found Woodcock hackles to work very well, so if you bird hunt or know someone 

who does, save some of those hackles from the back of the neck.  If you want to make the 

fly more durable and heavier, you can coat the thread body with UV resin and cure. 

 

 

 

Jim Jenkin  


